
City of Weimar Public Notice 

 

The city of Weimar gives the following notice in accordance with the Protection 

Against Infection Act (IfSG) 

 

The town has decided to close schools, day-care centres, after-school-care, the 

city library and the swimming pool, stop classes in Weimar at the Bauhaus 

University and the University of Music Franz Liszt, and ban public events at the 

German National Theatre (DNT) to try and stop the spread of the Corona virus 

(SARS-CoV-2) 

 

All buildings used for childcare and all schools, the city library, and the public 

swimming pool, as well as the German National Theatre (DNT) are closed 

Classes at the Bauhaus University and the University of Music Franz Liszt in central 

Weimar are cancelled 

All public events at the German National Theatre (DNT) are forbidden 

These rules apply from the 16th of March to the 19th of April 2020 

 

Reasons:  

These rules were made in cooperation with the DNT, education department, and the 

university administration. School and kindergarten administrations will be properly 

informed. 

Right now, 1 person is infected in Weimar. It is not possible to find out who this 

person had contact with and might have infected quickly. 

These are hard rules, but they are there to protect the population of Weimar and stop 

the virus spreading. 

These rules are appropriate for the protection of important things like health, body, 

life, and the health system. 

The city of Weimar is responsible for making protection rules in the area (based on § 

28 paragraph 1 sentences 1 and 2 IfSG 2 as it stands in § 2 nr. 2 of the Thuringian 

Regulations for Jurisdiction and the Protection against Infection Act (ThürIfSGustV0) 

from the 2.03.2016) 

The breathing illness COVID-19, caused by SARS-CoV-2, started in the city of 

Wuhan in China in December 2019. It has been spreading to other countries since 

then. The World Health Organisation (WHO) called an international state of 

emergency on the 30.01.2020 and called it a pandemic on the 11.03.2020. 



COVID-19 has been spreading through Germany since February this year. Since 

then, more than 2078 people have definitely been infected (status: 12.03.2020) and 

some people in Germany have already died. 

 

SARS-Co-V-2 is passed from person to person via drops of snot from e.g. coughing 

and sneezing. It is also possible to get it from someone who is only mildly ill or who 

does not show any symptoms at all. You can also get it by touch. This new virus has 

spread across the world in a very short time. In Germany there have been many 

cases, mostly because of people travelling in high-risk areas. Being sick with 

COVID-19 is like influenza or a cold. It is not possible to tell them apart only 

clinically. 

The legal basis for the new rules is in: § 28 paragraph 1 sentence 1 i.V.m and 

sentence 2 of the Protection Against Infection Act (IfSG). The authorities are allowed 

to take all protective measures necessary if there is the possibility of infection for as 

long as it is needed to stop the spread of the illness. §§ 29-31 of the IfSG are 

particularly relevant. 

 

Measures to slow and stop the spread of pathogens are taken from there. 

‘Pathogens’ means agents which can propagate (viruses, bacteria, fungi, parasites) 

or other biologically transmissible agents that can cause infection or catchable illness 

in humans (see § 2 nr. 1 ifSG). SARS-CoV-2 is a pathogen in this sense. 

The measures taken by the city of Weimar (which is the responsible health authority) 

are based on the risk assessments, recommendations, and guidelines of the Robert-

Koch Institute (RKI). These are recommendations for avoiding, recognising, and 

stopping the spread of infectious diseases. The city of Weimar supports these 

recommendations. 

The fact that a person can carry the virus without showing any symptoms was taken 

into account when making these decisions. It was also taken into account that 

Weimar’s medical services are not just for people living in Weimar. They are used 

across the region because they have special equipment. 

To stop SARS-CoV.2 spreading we must interrupt the infection early and stop new 

chains of infection from being created. These new rules are the mildest way to stop 

the chain of infection early and provide protection for the bodies, life, and health of 

Weimar’s population. Stopping all classes at Universities and closing the schools 

and Kindergarten could help stop the Corona virus from spreading faster. 

The current state of knowledge is that young people and children are not badly 

affected by SARS-CoV-19. They can also show no symptoms and carry the virus just 

like an adult though. 

Children and young people need to be protected especially. The risk of infection is 

particularly high in children at day-care centres because they have close contact 

when they play. 



How good children are at keeping hygiene rules depends on their age and how much 

adults can help them. In a centre with lots of children there are not enough adults to 

make sure that this support is always there. 

The aim of these new rules is to interrupt the spread of SARS-CoV-2 and to lower 

the risk in time by taking effective measures without completely stopping public life 

(for instance, by quarantining entire regions).  

The new Corona virus SARS-CoV-2 is particularly dangerous for many people 

because they have a precondition or are old. The rules are there to protect these 

vulnerable people and to stop the new virus from spreading. 

Public health safety is more important than the private interest which parents have in 

keeping the schools, kindergartens, and afterschool care open or the interest of 

university staff and students in keeping classes running. 

 

These rules are appropriate to their aim of protecting the lives and health of the 

public. There are no milder options available. 

The city of Weimar did not hold open hearings on this topic because this is a general 

ordinance and a decision had to be made immediately for the public good. (§ 28 

paragraph 2 VwVfG) 

Instruction of Legal Remedies: 

Objections to this general ordinance (these new rules) can be lodged within one 

month of their announcement. Objections are to be lodged with the city of Weimar, 

Schwansee St. 17, 99423 Weimar. 

This degree can be enforced immediately. This means that an objection will not 

delay it (§§ 28 paragraph 3 i.V.m. 16 paragraph 8 IfSG § 80 paragraph 2 S. 1 nr. 3 of 

the VwGO (Rules of the Administrative Courts).  

These rules must be followed even if someone has objected. An application to have 

an objection suspend a decree can be lodged at the administrative court Weimar, 

Jeaner St. 2a, 99425 Weimar.  

 

Weimar the 13.03.2020 

 

Peter Kleine 

Mayor  


